Meeting The Girl
by Justin Valenti, Tawd Dorenfeld

This is a story about a man who finds love, loses love, and finds love again. This book takes place before the pandemic in the 2010s and it is about love, friendship, and adventure!
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Episode 1: Meeting My Family
     

When I meet someone new for the first time, I would like to greet them and then I figure out what they are interested in and say hi to them.

JV: Hi. Hello. Hey what’s up?

I guess this makes me a friendly person. Hello! 

I am about to share my experiences with everyone who is listening to this book. My name is Justin Valenti and I am happy when I am creating digital artwork. I am also happy when I am playing the drums with my band Neurodiversity. I look forward to spending time with my friends and my family, which I will introduce you to. But you should know that I am not always happy. I am sad when I lose someone who I care about and whenever I am by myself. I was sad when my grandparents died when I was in high school because I had a good relationship with both of them.

GRANDPA: We loved you too and we miss you very much.

Ok, enough about me, let me introduce you to my friends and family. (TRANSITIONAL SOUND EFFECT) First meet David, who, unlike me, does NOT have a disability.

DAVID: That’s right Justin, we are very different, but we are also just the same. I’m David, and I have known Justin since elementary school (LITTLE KIDS GO OUT FOR RECESS AFTER SCHOOL). Now we are both 22 years old and we are still the closest of friends.

JV: Yes, we are, but I have other friends too, like my friends Mary and Gary. 

MARY: I am one of Justin’s new friends that he made at his day program. My name is Mary and I live in an apartment in Rockville and have known Justin since Winter of 2016. I have a couple of cats named Taffy and Tabitha at my apartment. I am friendly, kind, responsible, and a mature 50-year-old adult. I like ice cream, listening to Duran Duran, and spending time with friends and family.

GARY: I'm Gary. I also know Mary from the same day program that my friend Justin attends twice a week. The day program that we go to is for people who have a disability, and/or a mental illness. The day program allows us to become more educated about our diagnosis and participate in activities out in the community. Me and Justin are similar because we both like music. Justin listens and plays music while I compose sheet music on my computer. We both create digital artworks, and paintings. Here's a taste of my music. 

When I hear Gary’s music, I feel impressed because I was in the marching band and I understand how difficult it is to compose music. 

GARY: Yes, but I am not only about music. I worry a lot about how other people do not have enough food to eat and I get afraid of loud noises and losing my job at the Pizza Restaurant.

I could put a loud sound effect here but I don’t want to scare you Gary.

GARY: (chuckling) Thank you Justin.

JV: You are welcome Gary. My other close friend is Bautista. Bautista is one of my close friends who has some of the same interests as me. We both enjoy going bowling with friends, watching movies, going to sports events, and watching TV shows. 

BAUTISTA: Don’t forget to tell them about Dave and Busters and my gameplays!

JV: Oh yeah, we love going to Dave and Busters and playing the arcade games. We’ve also gone Go-kart racing together.

BAUTISTA: That was super fun.

Now I need to introduce the other important players in my life, my Mom, my Dad, my Sister, and my two dogs. And then we can all tell you a story.

MOM: I am Justin’s mom and I am from Pennsylvania, but I live in Maryland. I moved to Maryland because of my husband’s job. I met Justin’s father at a Drive Thru Ice Cream Parlor in Pennsylvania in 1988. Who would have thought that I would have met my husband while working at a drive thru?! I was serving people their dessert. Justin’s father is named Jim and I met him when he came up to me and ordered a hot fudge sundae.

JV: That’s nice, Mom, but why don’t you tell us about yourself?

MOM: My name is Michele. I enjoy baking, gardening, traveling, and spending time with family and friends. I am taking some time off from work so that I can support Justin in finding a job, or girlfriend. I am a kind, caring, patient, generous, and responsible person.

My mom is a great person. One of the reasons that my parents are still married is because of her contribution to our family. Now let me introduce you to my dad.

DAD: I am Justin’s dad and I am also from Pennsylvania. I have lived several places because I am retired from the Air Force. We moved to Maryland fifteen years ago because of my job. I am the Project Manager for a couple of weather satellites operated by NASA. (OUTERSPACE SOUNDEFFECTS) I enjoy watching sports, reading, working on cars, and listening to 70s and 80s music.

JV: I always enjoy sitting and watching a game with you Dad, and I also like your taste in music.

DAD: What about working on the car with me?

JV: No, I'm not as interested in cars as much as you are.

DAD: That's okay son.

JV: What else Dad? Tell us about your feelings?

DAD: Well, I feel sad when a person who I care about does not feel well. When one of my friends does not feel well, I help them feel better by making homemade chicken noodle soup. I am nervous when I meet new people and when I am driving and do not know where I am going.

JV: Dad you are awesome.

I also have a sister named Jessica who is interested in science and math and I would like to introduce you to her. 

JESSICA: I am Justin’s younger sister and I currently attending college, studying mechanical engineering, in Florida. I enjoy listening to music, watching movies, playing volleyball, playing board games, and hanging out with friends and family.

JV: How do you feel about me?

JESSICA: How do I feel about Justin? Hmmm? Well Justin teases me and he does things to annoy me on purpose, but I love him, when he's nice. I feel sad when someone I care about does not feel well. When one of my friends does not feel well, I help them feel better by baking brownies and getting a get well soon card for that person. I am nervous when I have a lot of work to do and tests in my classes. 

JV: Thank you for sharing a little about yourself, Jessica, PS, I am not mean to you.

JESSICA: Yes, you are.

Thinking about family and friends means putting others before myself. Thinking about family and friends also means getting to know what my friends and family are interested in. It is important to know what people are interested in so that you can participate in activities with friends and talk to family members. When I think about family and friends, I feel blessed to have nice friends and I feel loved by everyone in my family. The colors of my feelings are blue, pink, red, and light orange and my feelings are shaped like a heart and a scented candle.

Now I am going to introduce you to my dogs.

BUDDY: I was Justin’s longtime companion dog from the time that he was in elementary school to when he was seventeen. I am happy when I smell good food and when my owner shares treats with me. I am also happy when my owner takes me to the pet store. I am sad whenever my owner does not feel well. I am afraid of thunderstorms and loud noises. Some of my character traits are that I am caring, kind, loyal, and patient. 

JV: That was Buddy. This one is Tom.

TOM: I am Justin’s second dog and I started living with Justin when he started college. I was eighteen months old when Justin got me and I am loyal, trustworthy, and friendly. I enjoy going on walks, eating different types of food, getting ice cream, and sleeping in Justin’s bed on his pillow. I am happy when I am around people and around different types of food. I am sad when my family goes somewhere without me and I am afraid of heights and large dogs.   

Episode 2: A Day In The Life of Justin
     

We all can do great things in our life and reach wonderful goals, but along the way we all have our daily routine.

Thinking about my daily routine means getting everything ready for the next day and making sure that I do not get distracted by technology and social situations that come up in my life. It is important to get everything ready for the next day so that I do not forget anything that I need for work or my programs. Not getting distracted by technology and social situations that come up in my life is also important because I need to focus on one thing and not focus on many different things. When I think about my daily routine, I feel very fortunate that I have what I need to be able to get ready in my home instead of getting ready inside a 7-Eleven or other gas station. The colors of my daily routine are red, green, and dark grey. My daily routine is shaped like a hot air balloon. 

JV: A day in the life of Justin...and...Action! Wake up. Eat breakfast. Shower. Pick out my clothing. Get dressed. Brush my teeth. Do my hair, don't forget deodorant. Apply face creme for my unwanted acne. Floss. Pack my backpack, if I hadn't already packed it the night before. Check my Checklist.

Let me interrupt myself. I indeed have a checklist. It is not on a piece of paper or in a notebook. My checklist is handwritten on the back of a Stop Sign. It is my, "Checklist on the back of a Stop Sign Strategy," and it never fails. Check to see if I have everything including: One, Bus lanyard, check. Two, wallet, check. Three, phone, check, lunch, check, and water, check.

Then it’s off to work at the law firm where I scan and organize important documents. I also go to the day program with Mary and...

GARY: Justin! How are you doing? You okay?

JV: Okay. I am excited to be going out to dinner with Katie.

GARY: Are you going dutch?

JV: Yes, we are both paying for our dinner.

GARY: Are you wearing that?

JV: No, I am going to change clothes before I go out to dinner with her.

MARY: I hope you have a good time at dinner. Do you think she has good news to share with you?

JV: I’m not sure.

MARY: I hope she does.

JV: Thanks Mary.

I guess that wasn’t an everyday in the life of me. So, after a regular day in the life of Justin, I get home after work or my day program and get ready to spend time with friends and family. I’ll put my backpack and all of my tools that I needed for the day back to where I found them in the morning, then feed my dogs, and let my dogs outside. After I complete my chores I can spend time with friends and family.

GARY: This is my first time playing this game, so please go easy on me. 

JV: Ok, I will go easy on you but watch your back.

GARY: Are you right behind me now?

JV: Yes, watch out!

Or I’ll go to the movies, out to eat, and sometimes sit and read for fun. But today wasn’t like every day. Last night Katie, my girlfriend called me.

Katie: Justin.

JV: How are you Katie?

Katie: I’m good. Did you have a good day?

JV: Yes I did. I made some more art today for my new book.

Katie: I still have your drawing of the flower boat. I wish I had a flower boat.

JV: Me too.

Katie: Justin, can we go out for dinner tomorrow night after your day program?

And that’s where we left off in the story.

JV: Is this your new favorite restaurant?

Katie: Yes, but we need to talk.

JV: Is there anything important that we need to discuss?

Katie: Yes, I am moving to England to follow my dreams, so I am not sure how we are going to stay in this relationship.

Justin: What are your dreams?

Katie: I want to become a doctor, but I need to move to England in order to pursue this dream.

Justin: Hold on, let me take this in for a minute. You are going to end this relationship by breaking up with me so that you can pursue your dream of becoming a doctor.

Katie: Yes, but I am sorry about this. Please forgive me.

Justin: It will take time, but I promise that I will forgive you for this. 

Katie: Ok, thank you for understanding. I am sorry that it has to be this way.

My feelings turn orange, blue, and white and my feelings are shaped like a long, brown cylinder that feels like the backseat of a car. After my girlfriend asked to have dinner with me, I thought that my girlfriend would share good news with me. I thought that she would share that we were going to get engaged or she was going to ask to move in with me. I did not believe that she would be leaving.

When we both leave the restaurant, my feelings turn brown, light pink, and grey. My girlfriend’s feelings turn dark blue, light violet, and dark grey. As my girlfriend and I are leaving the restaurant, the world is shaped like a shrinking square. 

GARY: After this, Justin’s high school girlfriend moved to a different state and she did not want Justin to stay in touch with her because she wanted to move on to different people.

JV: Excuse me Gary, this is my story to tell.

GARY: I thought I’d save you the pain of saying that line.

JV: That was a long time ago Gary.

GARY: Felt like 2 minutes ago.

JV: Because we are on a recording. This isn’t real time Gary. Now if you’ll excuse me, I have a story to tell these interested people.

 Justin’s high school girlfriend...Excuse, me, Gary got me mixed up. Katie, my high school girlfriend, moved to a different state right after the dinner, and did not want to stay in touch with me because she wanted to move on to different people.

When I love someone, it feels great to be able to spend time with one person instead of many people. The colors for loving someone are blue, pink, violet, and red. When you lose love, you feel abandoned, heartbroken, and unwanted because your girlfriend is not spending time with you anymore. The colors for losing love are tan, blue, and dark grey. When you get a chance to love someone again, you feel proud and excited because you are spending more time with someone who you also care about. The colors for loving someone again are yellow, orange, and light pink.   

Episode 3: Finding The Right Person
     

GARY: JUSTIN! How are you doing? You okay?

JV: I’m a little sad because I won’t see Katie anymore because she moved away.

GARY: That’s rough, but I knew that. I read the script.

MARY: Never mind him Justin. You shouldn’t worry because there are other girls out there for you.

JV: But how do you meet new girls?

MARY: You have to find a girl who has the has the qualities that you have.

JV: But where?

GARY: Fashion Malls.

MARY: That’s a good one. You could also go to the privately-owned electronic dance music club in the city.

GARY: You could take a couple classes at the local community college.

JV: How reasonable of you Gary. I could learn new things and meet someone who likes to learn the same things as me.

MARY: I’m impressed Gary.

JV: How come you don’t have a girlfriend, Gary?

GARY: I do not have a girlfriend because I have bad hygiene and my parents will not approve of any girl or woman that I bring into my life. 

TAWD: SIX MONTHS LATER. Justin has hit rock bottom. Below bottom, his hole to China has lead him to Mars. The women are all alien to him. He is lost, wandering the cosmos with no luck in sight...finding himself drinking beer alone, night after night at the local North Eastern Inter-Galactic Mars Bar.

JV: I tried to find women who were interested in me, but I wasn’t having any success. I tried every place and every way my friends and family had suggested. Mom even suggested I get a job at Burger Hut at the drive thru because that is how she met Dad. I went to the electronic dance music club downtown and asked women to go out on dates with me.

JV: Will you please go out with me?

GIRL: Sorry, I already have a boyfriend, but I hope that you find someone who likes you!

JV: Ok! Sorry to bother you.

JV: I don’t think the girls in the club could hear me because it was so loud. That’s what Gary said.

GARY: It was really loud, but you were also really drunk on beer Justin.

JV: I don’t remember that part.

GARY: Precisely.

MARY: Don’t worry Justin, I was there too, and you were a perfect gentleman the whole night...but you did slur your words a lot.

JV: So, then I tried meeting women at movie theaters like Mary had suggested, but I don’t think I did that right. I would go to movies that were not very popular and wait until the big action scene and ask the girl in the row behind me out on a date.

MOVIE GIRL: Um, no thank you, I’m going to get more popcorn.

JV: At first, I thought maybe they said no because they didn’t like the movie because they never came back and I liked it and always watched them until the end. Even the credits. People work hard on movies, we should watch the credits. So, I guess we didn’t have the same interests and that’s why they always said no. But then I realized it wasn’t polite to interrupt a movie at the peak of the story. How rude I was. If I saw them again I would apologize and give them their money back for the ticket.

JV: I’m sorry. I was rude at the theater. Here is your ticket money back.

MOVIE GIRL: Wow, that is very empathetic of you. I will accept your apology, and your money. But can I give you a piece of “dating advice.”

JV: Yes please.

MOVIE GIRL: Don’t ask girls out in movie theaters, oh, and stop drinking so much beer.

JV: I believe that knowing different stories about my failures is important because there is important background information that the world needs to know. You need to know this background information in order to understand how I got the girlfriend of my dreams. You also need to understand why thinking about family and friends is important to me because some of the members of my family and some of my friends are the main characters in this story. In order to understand a day in my life, you need to understand why thinking about my daily routine is important to me. Lastly, I believe that understanding love is important for this story because it helps the reader understand what it is like to love someone, lose them, and then move on to loving someone else.

GARY: So you’re saying, “No luck. Struck out. All dried up. A discarded moldy towel.”

JV: Very funny Gary.

JV: Truth is I do not drink beer every night. I only have one beer, very, very rarely. But I did wise up and suddenly when I didn’t expect it, or think I would ever meet anyone ever, ever again, I met a potential girlfriend at work. A beautiful girl inside and out. She has beautiful brown eyes, long blonde hair, nice smile, and she is very attractive. She’s about my height.

TAWD: THREE WEEKS LATER. Captain Justin Astronaut Extraordinaire Space Pioneer is called out of his dormant status and must lead a secret mission to Mars under the supervision of NASA. Even Justin’s Nasa General Father is unaware of this highly classified expedition. To Captain Valenti, that’s Justin’s proper last name, Captain Justin’s surprise, it is the new girl at work who is also a secret space agent, human, like him, not like the alien agents from the Mars Bars. But Mars is exactly where their ship is headed, the dark-side, far from the border of Mars dusk border, where the bar sits calling to Justin, but not this mission. This mission Captain Justin Valenti Astronaut Extraordinaire Space Pioneer, is playing it straight, show his new partner how worthy he is to be her boyfriend.

JV: We were checking the Martian soil on the dark-side of the planet looking for signs of life when we came across an unusual plant. My partner studied the plant when a poisonous snake slithered out of the plant and attempted to injure her.

JV: Take my hand. Get behind me.

ASTRONAUT GIRL: It’s trying to bite us.

JV: I killed the snake that was trying to hurt us by slicing off its head with a steel rake while also pinning the snake’s body on the ground.

TAWD: BACK ON EARTH. Justin has been transferred from NASA due the family conflict of interest.

JV: I thought my partner and I were separated forever like Katie and I until I entered the Chinese restaurant to meet a Blind Date set up by the new secret agency I worked for. It was my old partner. She had pulled some strings and...

AGENT GIRL: And I got us on this same mission together. Just like on Mars.

JV: Shh. We can’t talk about the Red Mission.

AGENT GIRL: You’re right. If we get found out, we’ll never work together...  

Episode 4: Secret Agents and Life Afterwards
     

We were ambushed. Two Ninja warriors came out of nowhere and tried to kidnap us. My partner used her knowledge of martial arts to fend off one of them while I used my martial arts to take down the other and get us to safety...Never learning what the new mission had been, or who the Ninjas were working for.

While Justin and his girlfriend are shopping at an entertainment store, Justin notices that someone is using a laptop to download movies illegally. Justin and his girlfriend are undercover police cops who are looking for anything suspicious that is happening at the mall. After discovering that someone is downloading movies illegally, Justin and his girlfriend stop the movie thief by logging into the database where the movies are being uploaded, sneaking a computer virus into the database, and unplugging the Internet. Justin’s girlfriend calls security on the thief in the store while Justin is hacking into the database and a security team confiscates the laptop. 

After I hack into the database, I discover that the same laptop that the person was using to download movies also had the addresses for the wedding invitations on its hard drive. After illegally downloading movies, the thief has spammed everyone who was on the list for the wedding. The addresses for the wedding invitations belonged to top secret government officials who had a role in the missions that my girlfriend and I were part of. When I find this out, I send a quick email to everyone who was spammed and I tell them to delete the emails that the movie thief sent. Then, I tell my girlfriend about the incident and I save the wedding by doing this. Three months later, my future wife and I have our wedding and we start a family in Virginia together. We both retire from our jobs as secret agents and we both have our memories that we shared together as secret agents erased by the government. I get a new job as an office employee at a law firm and my wife becomes a stay at home mom. Our kids later grow up to be graphic designers and move out on their own in the near future. 

When I start my family, it feels great to be able to spend time with each of my children and my new wife. The colors for our children are blue, pink, orange, and purple. When I forget about my life as a secret agent, I feel relieved, thankful, and calm because I do not have to worry about saving the world anymore. The colors for moving on are grey, yellow, and light blue. When I get married, I feel proud and excited because I am getting to make new memories to replace the old ones. The colors for getting married are red, pink, and magenta. I imagine the colors for getting old are purple, grey, and white.

The End.

---------------------

*This book was first published by me on Amazon in 2019 and there is also an audio version of this book. Tawd and I both hope that you enjoyed reading this book and that you also will check out my other two books. My other two books are also available on Amazon, but unfortunately these books will not be available on Vella because of the format that those books are in. I have been an author since 2018, and a lot has changed since I started writing. Thank you for reading this book!
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