The Zania Virus
by Justin Valenti

A scientist's journey through life in search of a cure for a pandemic in his world.
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Episode 1: The Beginning
     

Austin's Mom (Jen): “Good luck at your graduation, Austin. Your father and I will be there.”

Austin: “Thanks Mom and Dad!”

Austin’s dad (Kevin): “Your welcome! See you after you graduate.”

Austin’s mom: “I wonder if he’s ever been bullied... “ 

Bully: “Give me your lunch money or I will shove you in this locker!”

Austin: “I will not give you any of my lunch money.”

Bully: “Wrong answer.” [shoves Austin into locker]

Bob: “Don’t let anything happen to these artifacts. They belonged to a very special person.”

Jen: “Don’t worry, we will not let anyone past the Plexiglass.”

Bob: “Ok. I am going to lock up for the night. Call me or the History Police if anyone tries to steal any artifacts.”

Jen: “Mr. President, let me double check to make sure that this room is safe for you to enter.”

President: “Thank you.”

Kevin: “I will double check the room as well.”

President Fannigan: “Thank you both.”

Jen and Kevin (in unison): “All clear!”

President Fannigan: “Ok.”

Kevin: “Mr. President, my wife is going to have a baby so we have both decided to quit the Secret Service and seek employment elsewhere.”

President Fannigan: “Wow, you are going to have a great family! I am excited for you. Where did you decide to transfer to?”

Kevin: “We decided to transfer to one of the Smithsonian Museums and we will be security guards there.”

President Fannigan: “Great. You can drop off both of your Secret Service uniforms and gear at the Security Office. I already have picked two other Secret Service agents who will replace you as soon as you leave the premises. Good luck with raising your son.”

Jen: “Thank you, Fan.”

Tour Guide: “These artifacts are from the Van Buren administration in the 1800s and were found intact by a museum curator.”

Jen: “That’s incredible!”

Tour Guide: “Yes. If you would like to learn more about priceless artifacts, the Smithsonian Museums are a great place to visit."

Austin: “Good morning, everyone. My name is Austin Randolph and I am a senior at Quincell Henry High School. I used to not fit in with the other kids, but I believe that I have now found my purpose in life.” 

Reading complex novels
Memorizing entire chapters of philosophy
Writing poetry in spare time
From Working out at his home gym
Lifting heavy weights
Fast runner
Very good at karate

Austin has exceptional parents who have raised him.

Personal trainers for son
Special diet
Goes on vacations to libraries in different countries



 Austin has not made friends, so he stands alone at his graduation and he ate his lunch alone.

Austin moves on when he goes to college and he makes friends in College Clubs. The first friend that he meets is in the Science Club and his name is Eugene.

Austin: “Hi, I am Austin and I major in Medicine with a minor in Political Science. What’s your name, major, and minor?”

Austin: “I am new to friendships and I have not made any new friends before.”

Eugene: “Me too. I do not have many friends either.”

Eugene: “I am Eugene and I major in Astronomy with a minor in Aerospace Engineering.”

Austin: “Okay, let’s be friends!”

The second friend who he meets is named Daniel.

Austin: “Hi, I am Austin and I enjoy watching movies. Do you also enjoy watching movies?

Daniel: “Yes, I enjoy watching science fiction movies and action movies!”

Austin: “Great! Since you and I both enjoy movies, we can watch movies together on the weekends.”

Daniel: “That sounds like a plan! See you this weekend.”

Austin decides to get together with a girl he met in class.

Austin: “Hey Shannon, you are very nice and I really like you. Would you like to go out to dinner with me tomorrow night?”

Shannon: “You mean, like on a date?”

Austin: “Maybe, I don’t know. I am new at this.”

Shannon: “Yes, that sounds like a great idea. Where should we meet?”

Austin: “How about we meet at Anne’s Organic Market downtown?” 

Shannon: “Okay, see you at Anne’s tomorrow night!”  
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Shannon: “Hi Austin, it’s nice to see you again. Tell me about yourself.”

Austin: “I was raised by two loving parents and I grew up in Fairfax, Virginia as an only child. I am majoring in Medicine with a minor in Political Science. I was the valedictorian speaker at my high school’s graduation and I enjoy watching movies and looking at the planets in my free time.”

Shannon: “Okay. I was born in Savannah, Georgia, but I moved to Atlanta when I was six years old. Both of my parents were in the military, so I was enrolled in two different schools during the time that I went to public school. I am majoring in Athletics with a minor in Music.”

Both Austin and his girlfriend get engaged but realize that the relationship is not right for them.

Austin: “Now that you have gotten a chance to get to know me, will you be my girlfriend?” [holding engagement ring]

Shannon: “I would love to be your girlfriend, but I do not think that we are meant for each other since we do not have a lot of things in common.”

Austin: “I really wanted to be your boyfriend. That’s too bad.”

Austin: “But I guess that you are right. Maybe I should focus on my career and worry about getting into a relationship later.”

Shannon: “Sorry, Austin. I will be concentrating on my career for a while.”

He becomes interested in how Politics affects Medicine.

Austin sees that health organizations are getting in trouble with the leaders of the country because they are not producing enough vaccines when people need them.

Newscaster: “In the Divided States and in other countries, many health organizations are struggling to produce enough vaccines so that people can get vaccinated for viruses and other deadly diseases. The International Health Organization told us that there might not be any vaccines left for people to get vaccinated due to growing demand for protection against deadly diseases.”

Austin decides to become serious about his studies while in college so that he can make a difference.

Austin: “Shannon was right about our relationship not working out. I definitely should become a serious student in college so that I can make a difference in the future.”

Austin: “I should focus more on getting my degree in Medicine instead of my heart.”

Austin has a fear of thunderstorms. In college, he has to walk from class to class through a bunch of trees and there is a thunderstorm and he recalls his fear.

Teacher: “Tonight’s assignment is to read chapters 8 and 9 in your Medical Science textbook. Have a good afternoon.”

Austin: “I have a bad feeling about the weather outside this afternoon because I can hear thunder nearby. That’s right, I am still afraid of severe weather. Maybe I should take the next shuttle to class.”

Austin (thinking to self): “No, you do not have to take a shuttle to class.”

Austin (thinking to self): “Yes, you do have to take a shuttle because you are terrified of severe weather.”

(flashback) 

Austin’s parents are getting ready to go out to dinner.

Austin’s mom: “You’re going to need to be very brave during the storm, dear. Your father and I are going out to dinner.”

Young Austin: “Have a great time, Mommy and Daddy. I will be okay here.”

While young, lightning strikes the house while son is home alone and son becomes afraid of thunderstorms

Young Austin: “I need some exercise because I am full of energy and the best way for me to do that is to take a walk around the neighborhood. After I am finished playing this game, I will take a break and walk outside. Let me check the weather first and make sure that the weather is still nice outside.”

Young Austin: “I am almost ready, but where did I put my rain jacket?” [lightning strikes the house] 

Young Austin: “Aaah! Now I understand why severe weather is dangerous! Forget the walk...I will think of something else to do.” 

Young Austin: “Why don’t I read something less scary?”

Whenever a thunderstorm approaches, the son hides in a closet or room without windows to protect himself. When Austin recalls his fear of thunderstorms, it makes it difficult for him to concentrate on his studies

Teacher: “Everyone, please open your books to chapter 15. We will be learning about the...”

Austin: [thinks to himself] “I need to check the weather to double check to see if any storms are happening here. I might need to take a cab to my next class depending on if its storming right now. I hope that it isn’t going to storm.”

Teacher: “Austin, do you find the storm more interesting than your studies?”

Austin: “No, I do not.”  
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Austin: [brings himself back to reality] “What was the question?” [students laugh]

From then on chooses to take a long way around the entire city to avoid the storms to get to class...it just takes extra hours and dedication. He studies extra on those long walks.

Austin graduates from college

Dean at College: “Congratulations to the Class of 2009 at Johns Hopkins University! I wish all of you the best of luck in all of your future endeavors!”

Austin applies for a few different jobs: science teacher, chemist, and IHDS Scientist.

He becomes a Candidate for IIHDS and takes a test.

Takes oral test

Interviewer: “Have you ever worked in the healthcare field before?”

Austin: “Not yet, but it is my dream.”

Interviewer: “That is very good. I will let you know whether or not you have passed the oral test in two weeks.”

Austin: “Okay. I am looking forward to hearing from you.”

Meets with the directors of the IIHDS

Director One: “Welcome to the International Institutes of Health, Austin! Do you have any questions for us?”

Austin: “What is the mission statement for the International Institutes of Health?”

Director Two: “The mission statement for the International Institutes of Health is that we will research viruses and find cures to different diseases in order to prevent a major outbreak of a particular virus.”

Director Three: “We also develop vaccines for viruses once we know a little more about the virus’s origin and how to best prevent a virus from spreading.”

Austin passes the test and goes on to his background check.

Human Resources Specialist: “Congratulations on passing the oral examination test and doing well on the test. We will do a background check on your history next to see whether or not you are eligible to work here.”

Austin: “Okay, I believe you will see that I have worked hard, and spent very little time on anything else. Not even a girlfriend.” 

Interviewer: “Just relax, be patient, and do not worry about it!”

Background Check

Austin is background checked by the IIHDS to verify his education, past employment, criminal record, credit history, and records of his vehicle registration.

Austin completes his background check at the Administrative Office,

Austin gets a red mark on his therapy for fear of lightning and the organization wonders if that will be a weakness for Austin.

Therapist: “I see you have a red mark on your background check for your fear of lightning. How old were you when you became afraid of lightning?”

Austin: “I was 8.”

Therapist: “Okay. Do you think that this fear will impact your work at the IIHDS?”

Austin: “I will be fine. It’s one of the reasons I am well suited for laboratory work. No lightning indoors.”

Therapist: “That’s good! I will let Human Resources know about your decision.”

Austin goes to pick up his generic credentials.

Austin moves to Washington, D.C. for his new job from Scranton, PA.

Austin packs up things and puts belongings in a car, and he moves into a basement apartment in Washington, D.C. and he is okay with living there. 

Austin receives keys to apartment from landlord

Landlord: “Here are your keys to the apartment in the basement. The rent will be $1,150 every month, but that does not include the cost for internet and television. 

Austin: “I understand. Water and electricity are on you. The internet is on me. Thank you.”

Landlord: “Sure, no problem!”

Austin learns how to travel to and from his new job via driving and public transportation.

Austin compares the driving route to his new job with the route to his new job on public transportation

Austin decides to take public transportation to work when the weather is decent.

Austin takes public transportation to work on days when the weather is decent and uses his car to travel to work on days when there is severe weather.

Austin settles into office

Austin: “Good morning!”

Security guard: “Good morning, Austin!”

[Austin takes elevator to 5th Floor] 

Austin: “Good morning!”

Receptionist: “Welcome, Austin! Follow me and I will show you where your office is.”

Austin: “Great, thank you!”

Austin sets office supplies on to his desk and he finds out what the layout of the office is. Austin learns security code for the bathroom and his office.  

Episode 4: Learning A New Job
     

Austin: “What is the security code for the bathroom and my office.”

Receptionist: “The security code for the office is 5197 and the security code for the bathroom is written down on a sticky note in your office. Throw the sticky note away, because if someone from another floor finds it, we could get a little crowded up here. We have a very nice bathroom, you see.” 

Austin: “Okay, great!”

Discovery of the Zania Virus

Austin is granted special clearance because today is his 3rd year at IIHDS

The Director grants him 

Director: “Congratulations for being employed here three years, Austin! Since you have been employed here three years, you will receive special clearance so that you can go further in your career.”

Austin: “Excellent.”

Austin meets the Vice President when he is granted

Director: “Let me introduce you to someone who gives us funding for this division. This is Vice President Jim Aaron.”

Vice President Jim Aaron: “Hello, Austin!”

Austin: “Hi Mr. Vice President! It is an honor to finally meet you in person.”

Vice President Jim Aaron: “Congratulations on your special clearance. I look forward to working with you in the future!” 

Austin participates in a press conference after he is granted 

Reporter One: “Austin, what will you do with your special clearance?”

Austin: “I am sorry, but that is classified information.”

Reporter Two: “How does it feel to now be an official employee of the International Institutes of Health?”

Austin: “I feel very fortunate and I am thankful that I have this opportunity.”

[Reporters ask questions]

Austin: [sighs] “I have had a long day. Please direct any further questions to any of the directors who work at the International Institutes of Health.”

There is a celebration after Austin gets clearance, but Austin would rather get to work instead of participating

Austin: “You are all very kind, but I’ve waited so long to dive into my new line of work. See you later, and thank you!”

Austin does retinal scan and types in passcode

Dr. Preston introduces himself to Austin and briefs Austin on dangerous viruses and diseases

Dr. Preston: “Hi Austin. I am Dr. Preston, the director of the Division of Dangerous Viruses and Diseases.”

He is introduced to the most dangerous Viruses and Diseases ever discovered



Dr. Preston: “The first disease that I would like to tell you about is Terra Firma Disease. This disease is unstoppable and deadly to humans. You can get this disease from eating common foods, like broccoli and pineapple. In order to prevent yourself from getting this disease, you need to wash all of the produce that you buy. You especially need to wash fruits and vegetables with soap and water if they come from a farm.”



Dr. Preston: “One of the viruses that you can get is the Hungarian flu. This virus begins with a headache and fever, and this virus is not easy to cure. Humans need several antibiotics in order to survive the virus.”



Dr. Preston: “Now, let me tell you about the Zania virus. This virus was first discovered in Australia by a team of scientists and has spread around the world. Similar to the Terra Firma Disease, this virus is also unstoppable and not easy to cure. There is currently an incident in Australia where twenty aboriginals are ill and quarantined from the rest of civilization. An Australian politician had met with the tribe earlier that week and caught the contagion, unexpectedly bringing it and spreading it amongst the government that has led to other world government officials catching the virus too, first before the virus spread to the public.” 

Terra Firma Disease - this virus is unstoppable and deadly to humans; you get this virus from eating common fruits and vegetables (e.g. broccoli, pineapple)
Hungarian flu - this virus begins with a headache and fever and is not easy to cure; humans need several antibiotics in order to survive
The Zania Virus - this virus spreads around the world and is first discovered in Australia by a team of scientists. The virus is unstoppable and not easy to cure



Austin is told about this new novel virus outbreak in Australia. There are 20 aboriginals; the entire village is ill and quarantined from the rest of civilization.

"That’s the whole truth...A Australian politician had met with the tribe earlier that week and caught the contagion, unexpectedly bringing it and spreading it amongst the government that has led to other world government officials catching the virus too, first before public."

Austin doesn’t believe it will spread around the world if the only people catching it are in the government. Those officials can be responsible and secretive.

Austin: “Thanks for telling me about these diseases. I do not believe that this virus will spread around the world if the only people catching it are in the government. Those officials can be responsible and secretive. Did any scientists catch the virus?”

Dr. Preston: “It started with politicians, and you know that they get around.”

Red Alert; Australian Prime minister met with DS Secretary of State & IIDHS Director...and even though they thought the Prime Minister was not sick, he was, and at the restaurant they spread it to the waitress...who spread it to the cook, who spread it to everyone...who spread it to everyone else...and we need Austin to get out on the road and find a cure.

[briefing interruption]

Scientist: “Pardon me for the interruption...but there has just been a Red Alert! The Australian Prime Minister met with the DS Secretary of State & IIDHS Director...and even though they thought the Prime Minister was not sick, he was, and at the restaurant they spread it to the waitress...who spread it to the cook, who spread it to everyone...who spread it to everyone else...and we need Austin to get out on the road and find a cure ASAP!”  

Episode 5: The Journey Ahead
     

Briefing about effects of the virus: Briefing takes place in auditorium of main headquarters building

Director of the IIH briefs Austin and other scientists on the effects of the virus

IIH Director: “There are three things that you need to know about this virus. The most important thing that you need to know about this virus is that the virus shuts down the communication part of the brain. The second most important thing is to be careful with what you eat because certain foods, such as broccoli, french fries, and hamburgers, trigger the virus to affect the digestive system. And last but not least, this particular virus takes 5-6 days to kill humans because it travels quickly through your entire body.”

Virus shuts down communication part of the brain

Be careful with what you eat because certain foods trigger the virus to affect the digestive system

Virus takes 5-6 days to kill humans because it travels quickly through entire body

There are rumors that people who live in the Appalachian Forest are not getting sick from the virus and the IIHDS would like to know why that is the case.

IIHDS Director: “There are also some rumors that people who live in the Appalachian Forest are not getting sick from the virus and the IIHDS would like to know why that is the case. If there are no further questions, everyone can go back to work. Anyone who is essential to this mission should meet me near the helipad on the rooftop.” 

Journey through the wilderness

Austin takes helicopter with director to edge of the forest, which is the start of his journey

Austin: “How’s the weather where we are going today.”

Pilot: “Clear skies.”

Austin: “Great. Not much of a chance of lightning without a storm, right?”

Pilot: “You are correct sir.”

IIHDS Director: “Have a safe journey. Let us know when you are ready to be transported back to HQ. There’s a parachute near your seat that you can use.”

[Austin uses parachute to travel down to wilderness] 

Austin travels through the wilderness

Austin sees a bear 

Austin: “Statistically, there’s very little chance that a bear will attack. I’ll just ignore him.”

Austin sets up tent in middle of wilderness

Austin gets attacked by the bear and moves on

Austin: “Aaah! I should probably set up my tent in a different spot!” 

There is a severe thunderstorm is happening

Austin stays calm when the thunderstorm approaches

Austin: “Stay calm, Austin. Stay calm.”

Austin starts to get anxious

Austin: “Oh no. I should probably set up my tent here and wait for this storm to pass.”

Austin uses his tent for shelter and waits for it to pass

Austin has to decide to climb mountain

Austin approaches mountain 

Austin: “Oh no, ways to climb. I wonder if there are multiple ways up this mountain.” [walks around mountain; ends up at the same spot because that’s the only way to get up the mountain]

Austin: "This can’t be the easiest route up the mountain.”

Austin: “Okay, I see, it’s the only route. I should have taken a mountain climbing class or two along with molecular biology.”

Austin finds out how difficult the mountain is to climb

Austin: “Note to self, shoes that are perfect for the medical laboratory, are not the best choice for mountaineering.”

Austin decides to climb mountain 

Austin climbs a mountain 

Austin has some difficulty with climbing the mountain at first because mountain is slippery due to rain

Even though the mountain is difficult to climb, Austin continues climbing

Austin reaches the top of the mountain and goes into nearest village

Austin meets Chris

Austin searches for a villager that has been cured from the virus

Warrior: “Holy smokes. Where’d you come from?”

Austin: “I am in search of anyone here who has been cured from the latest virus.”

Warrior: “Sure. Living in that hut over there. Chris had the virus. Now he’s cured.”

Austin: “Okay, thank you for the tip!” 

Austin meets villager named Chris 

Austin: “Hello! Are you Chris?”

Villager: “Yes, I am Chris and it is nice to meet you. What is your name?”

Austin: “My name is Austin and it is an honor to meet you!”

Chris: “Yes, please come inside.”

Austin asks Chris questions related to the virus

Austin: “How old are you?”

Chris: “I am seventeen years old.”

Austin: “Have you heard about the recent outbreak of the Zania virus?”

Chris: “Yes. I know people who have had that virus, but they do not live here. They live down in the towns and the cities.” 

Austin: “Okay. Has anyone around here gotten sick from the virus?”

Chris: “I have had the virus but I am feeling a lot better now.”

Austin: “Did you spread the virus to anyone else?”

Chris: “No, no one else got the virus from me. I am the only villager who has gotten the Zania virus.”

Austin: “Wow, that is amazing that you did not spread the virus because it is so contagious! You are very lucky.”

Chris: “Yes, thank you!”

Chris is nice to Austin, but the other villagers are not as friendly and do not like Austin because of the Divided States.

Villagers are not nice to Austin

Chris: “A lot of the villagers do not like people who are from the Divided States for some reason. I can hear those villagers outside. Please stay here and let me talk to them.”

Austin: “Okay.”

[Chris opens door, villagers stop yelling]

Chris: “I know that you do not like people visiting from the Divided States, but please leave this man alone. He has not done anything wrong by coming here.”

Austin: “Why don’t the villagers like people coming from the Divided States?”

Village Representative: “Usually people come here from the D States and take things away. Animals. Minerals. Water. Trees. Even the air... And they never bring anything. They just take, take, take. But you are here to find a cure, aren’t you? So that’s different.  
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Village Representative: “Okay, we will leave him alone as long as he tells us what he is doing here.”

Austin pleads with the villagers and tells the villagers that he needs to test one of them because Austin thinks that they are immune to the virus.

Austin: “The reason that I am here is because I heard the rumors that all of you are immune to the virus and I wanted to do more research to see if one of you has a cure. I will not hurt any of you. Can you please let me test Chris to find out whether or not he has a cure?”

Chief of Village: “Yes, we will let you test Chris. If he has a cure, then we will also allow you to take him with you.”

Chris stands up to Austin and lets the villagers know that they are not in danger

Villagers start respecting Austin after Chris stands up to them

Austin finally finds the genetic mutation that saves humans from the virus

Austin tests Chris to see if he has any genetic mutations

Austin completes tests 

Austin finds out that Chris has a genetic mutation that saves humans from the virus.

Austin: “You have the cure that I am looking for. Please pack your belongings and get ready to depart the village. You can say goodbye to any loved ones before we leave, but you will be coming back in a couple of weeks.” 

Austin: “Hey, I forgot to ask, are you any good with bears?” 

Chris: “I don’t know. Bears don’t come up here, and we almost never go down there.”

Chris: “Oh okay. I always knew that there might be something special about why I did not spread the virus. I will get ready to leave and meet you at the edge of the village near where you entered after I say goodbye to my loved ones.”

ACT 3

Another thunderstorm is happening as Austin and Chris climb down mountain

Tornado

There is a tornado that forms near the mountain

And that makes it difficult for Austin and Chris to climb

Because there is a lot of wind

Bear

The bear was waiting for Austin and Chris

Austin outsmarts the bear by climbing up a tree

Chris teaches Austin how to go from tree to tree in the direction that Austin traveled to the mountain

Chris: “The only way to escape from that bear is to jump from tree to tree. You always need to remember which direction that you came from when you start jumping; otherwise you will get lost in the wilderness.” 

Loses direction

Austin and Chris fall down from tree and end up at the bottom of the tree trunk in the wilderness

Austin: “Aaah!”

Chris: “Aaah!”

Austin and Chris lose their direction after they get up from their fall

Austin: “Where were we going? I’m pretty sure we came to the mountain from that direction, but these trees look a lot alike to me.”

Chris: I am certain that we are headed the wrong way. Should I check on my compass?”

Austin: “You have a compass. Why didn’t you say something before this?”

Chris: “Sorry. I just figured that because you’re a scientist and have studied everything, you knew where you were going.”

Austin: “I’ve studied a lot, but not about everything. Until we get to a town, how about you be the expedition’s leader.”

Chris: “Onwards!”

Austin and Chris use a compass to find their way back 

Austin: “Hello everyone! I have brought someone who I believe has a genetic mutation that will help us fight the virus.” 

Scientist: “Welcome to the IIHDS, Chris! We will need to run a couple of additional tests on you to make sure that you have what we have been searching for.”

Scientists run more tests on the kid when Austin and Chris arrive at the IIH to figure out cure

Scientist 1: “First, we are going to have to extract the cure for the virus from your body.”

Chris: “Sounds painful”

Scientist: “Not at all. We have the technology to look all through your body, without even touching you.”

Chris: “Really? No needles or anything.”

Scientist: “Oh, yes, well, I suppose we will need to draw a little blood, but we’re really good at that too.”

The first test that the scientists run on Chris is a CT Scan to figure out how Chris’s body is affected from the virus

Scientist 1: “Based on the results of the computed tomography scan, it looks like Chris’ body is not impacted from the Zania virus as much as another person’s body would be. I believe that the antibodies are doing their job correctly.”

Scientist 2: “That is great news! We can move on to the second test now.”

The second test is an X-Ray

Chris has his blood drawn so that the scientists can figure out if Chris has any antibodies for the virus

Scientist 1: “Now that we have a sample of Chris’ blood, let’s see if Chris has any antibodies for the virus.”

Scientist 2: “Okay.”

Scientist 1: “I sent the sample downstairs about two hours ago. We should be receiving the results soon.”

Scientist 1: “I just received the results and it looks like there are some antibodies that can cure this virus. Let’s start working on the vaccines!”

Scientist 2: “Sounds good! I will let the other scientists know that we found antibodies.”

Scientists start making vaccines to help cure everyone 

The scientists get all of the results from the tests, which show that Chris has antibodies for the virus

Scientists extract cure for virus from Chris’s body

Scientists start creating a vaccine and ask for a small group of volunteers to test the vaccine

Scientists run clinical trials on small group of volunteers to determine if the vaccine works or not

Scientist 1: “We can start the clinical trials to determine if the vaccine works or not.”

Scientist 2: “I already posted the sign up sheet in six different cities last week. When the volunteers arrive, please tell them that they need to quarantine for a couple of weeks. Please send in the volunteers who signed up for the clinical trials after they quarantine.”

Scientist 1: “Great work! I will arrange for transportation for all of the volunteers so that our campus can be easily accessed by them.”

The first group of volunteers arrives at the International Institutes of Health and awaits start of clinical trials for vaccine

Volunteer 1: “What is taking the scientists so long?”

Head Scientist: “Attention all volunteers! Please gather your belongings and follow me to the Visitor Building to go through security and get your visitor badges.”

Volunteer 1: “Finally! I need a vaccine, and then I need to eat something!”

Clinical trials for vaccine start immediately after all of the volunteers have arrived at IIHDS 

Clinical trials for vaccines are successful and scientists start making vaccines.

Head Scientist: “Excellent news! The clinical trials have ended and we have a vaccine that is 100% effective against the Zania virus. Great work everyone!”

Scientist 1: “Wow, that is amazing!”

Scientist 2: “Yes! I am so glad that our hard work is being recognized!” 

Austin receives praise from other scientists for discovering a cure for the virus

Scientist 1: “You fought a bear, climbed a mountain, and came up with a cure. Not bad for your first days on the job!”

Scientist 2: “You did an outstanding job! Congratulations!”

Scientist 3: “Congratulations Austin!”

Austin receives an award for outstanding work from the director of the International Institutes of Health

Head Scientist: “For your outstanding work on finding a cure for the Zania virus and for your dedication to your work at the IIHDS, I present the Extraordinary Scientist Award to Austin Clement. Congratulations and thank you for all that you do, Austin!”

Austin: “Thank you to everyone for supporting me all of the years that I have been at the International Institutes of Health!”  
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The tests are successful, so the IIHDS holds a press conference with reporters. 

Head Scientist: “Let me introduce you to one of our most brilliant and prominent scientists, Austin Clement! Austin will answer many of the questions that you may have at this conference.” 

Austin: “Sir, did you have a question for me?”

Reporter 1: “What led to your discovery of the cure for this dangerous virus, Austin?”

Austin: “I went on a long journey to one of the Appalachian Mountains and met a teenage boy who didn’t even know how important he was to the entire world.”

Reporter 2: “How old is the boy, Austin?”

Austin: “He is 17 years old.”

Reporter 3: “What is the current condition of the boy, Austin?”

Austin: “The boy’s name is Chris, and Chris is doing so well that he wishes to go home now. And he can go home, safely. Thank you to all of you for your efforts in finding a cure for the virus.”

Reporter 4: “How do you feel now that you have discovered the cure, Austin?”

Austin: “I feel amazing and very lucky to have discovered a cure for a dangerous virus at a time when the world really needed the cure.”

Head Scientist: “Okay, that is enough questions. Please email Austin Clement any additional questions that you may have."

They mass produce and distribute the vaccine and Chris goes home to his village.

--------------------

Afterword: 

This book was written during the height of the COVID-19 pandemic in 2020 and 2021. It was originally published as a graphic novel with full color illustrations and comic book-style panels. In October 2021, my dog passed away and I was unsure as to whether to publish this novel. There were over 200 illustrations created for this book and it has three different parts. I worked on this book with the support of a company in Detroit, Michigan and an art program in Rockville, MD. It was published sometime in October during Fall 2021. I worked very hard on this book, often spending vacation time working on it. I am very proud of how this book turned out in the end, and a lot of people are really happy with the final product. I ended up publishing this novel and it took me six times to get the formatting right. 

You can buy it in either hardcover or paperback format, and previews of the book are also available on the Internet. This book was originally 130 pages long, but it has been broken into seven different parts on here for formatting purposes. I worked on part of this book during Summer 2021, when me and my family were on vacation. I was originally planning to turn this book into a movie, but we changed plans and worked on a different project because the movie would not have been good quality on a video site. My mentor and I each have a hard copy of this book, so it does actually exist as a physical book. 

Some of the characters and places in this book are based on real life locations and individuals. After working on "The Zania Virus", I had to take a break because the writing and illustrations for this novel were very difficult on my hands. I would like more people to read this book, so that is why I decided to put this seven-part book on here. It was hard to focus on writing during the pandemic because of everything that was going on. This book is available in the Amazon global online marketplace as well as other places.   
